
PAPERBAG PLAYBACK THEATRE –

           Celebrating the Transformative Power of Sharing Stories
PaperBag PlayBack Theatre is a company of improvisational performers specialising in the use of playback theatre to spontaneously re-create peoples’ individual stories and life experiences.  The troupe was established in 1997 by Sally Swain primarily as a forum to practise the art of playback.  At the time Sally was the administrator of the Sydney Drama Action Centre and brought together a troupe to perform at an event she was organising. For several years, the overriding focus of the group was on sharing stories and engaging in playback for each other i.e. an emphasis on community-building/maintenance, and the personal growth elements of playback. Gradually the focus has broadened to include more performing and outreach work.  Today the company is an incorporated Not-for-Profit association that conducts regular public and commissioned performances.  PaperBag is a member of the International Playback Theatre Network (IPTN).
They [the actors] displayed extraordinary inventiveness, empathy, understanding, imagination and co-operation. And they were funny when appropriate. This kind of theatre takes courage…… I applaud PaperBag's commitment and energy. And their professionalism. 

Martin Wesley-Smith, East Timor Benefit Performance
So what is Playback Theatre?  Has something ever happened to you where you would like to share your story with someone but didn’t have the opportunity? PlayBack Theatre gives you this opportunity. In a Playback performance audience members choose to tell a moment or story from their experiences. It can be sad, funny, gutsy, hopeful, …light and tender as a feather …OR…as deep as a well …something that touched them in some way. The story is then played back by the performers, spontaneously re-creating peoples’ individual stories and life experiences through movement, mime, metaphor and music. 

· This afternoon was fabulous, very uplifting and creative.   

· Loved the various emotions that the stories evoked - the actors were 
marvellous - they picked up on so much from just a short description. 

· Thank you for the insightful, touching and humorous performances.  

· Enjoyed the way stories are expressed in emotion and metaphor.
Selected audience comments from recent public performances

Playback Theatre offers audiences an opportunity to define and give voice to their visions, hopes and dreams for themselves, their families, their communities and the world.  It is an exciting, creative tool for affirming what it is to be human, for healing, community-building and promoting personal, spiritual and social growth.
I want to acknowledge your group’s generosity in performing for us and your talent for creating a phrase or image that really resonated with the story tellers and the audience.  

Sharon McGann – Sydney Facilitator’s Network

Service to the community is a cornerstone of the troupe, and in 2005 the company worked with a number of community organisations including the NSW Cancer Council, the Benevolent Society, Temple Emanuel, St. George area councils, and the RPA hospital.

PaperBag PlayBack also offers performance, facilitation and training services to organisations and groups.  If you want to find our more about PaperBag PlayBack Theatre then contact us by:

e-mail:      paperbagpb@hotmail.com

phone:     0414 294 047 (Brendan)

website:   http://paperbagpb.tripod.com
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